Reading Topographic Maps
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[image: image1.png]One special kind of map is called a topographic map.
It has contour lines to show the shape and elevation
of the land. They are sometimes called “level lines”
because they show points that are at the same level.
Here's how contour lines work:
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The top of this drawing is a
contour map showing the
hills that are illustrated at the
bottom.

On this map, the vertical
distance between each
contour line is 10 feet.
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Questions:
1. Which hill is higher Hill A or Hill B? ____________________

2. Are the contour lines closer together on Hill A or Hill B? ____________________ 

3. Which hill is steeper? ____________________

4. How many feet of elevation are there between each contour line? _______________

5. About how high is Hill A? ____________________

6. About how high is Hill B? ____________________
Map # 2:



Questions:

7. Which hill is higher Hill C or Hill D? ____________________

8. Are the contour lines closer together on Hill C or Hill D? ____________________ 

9. Which hill is steeper? ____________________

10. How many feet of elevation are there between each contour line? _______________

11. About how high is Hill C? ____________________

12. About how high is Hill D? ____________________
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