Radiant Heat Notes 2

Post Lab

1. Radiation is reflected and absorbed differently by different materials.  For example, darker materials are excellent absorbers of heat radiation, while light colored materials are excellent reflectors of heat radiation.

2. NOTE:  Reflectors push the heat away, while absorbers hold on to the heat.

3. Since the earth is made up of many different types and colors of materials, the earth is NOT heated up evenly.  Some areas absorb more heat than other areas during the year.

4. Scientists are concerned that as humans pump more carbon dioxide into the atmosphere by burning fossil fuels like gasoline, our atmosphere will trap more heat (because CO2 is an excellent heat absorber).  This extra carbon dioxide would act like the layer of plastic wrap in the lab today, and would increase global temperatures.
