Planet Motion Notes
Ancient people noticed than some “stars” appear to move and called them “wanderers”. 

Once telescopes were invented and aimed at the “wanderers” it was obvious that they were not stars.  Bands of clouds, rings, and moons could be seen around some of the “wanderers”.
The Greek word for “wanderers” is planetae, or planets.

The planets are much closer to the earth than the stars.

Evidence:

· The planets move relatively quickly across a field of background stars.

· The background stars are actually moving also, but because they are so distant, they appear fixed in our skies from one year to the next.

· Radar and spacecraft have allowed us to measure the exact distances to the sun and planets confirming these ideas.

