Notes – Ozone Layer

Ozone is a gas composed of 3 oxygen atoms bonded to each other (O3). 
Ozone layer is in the upper stratosphere, about 23-30 miles above sea level.

The ozone layer blocks most ultraviolet radiation from getting to the Earth’s surface.  This is a good thing because UV radiation causes mutation and could make the Earth lifeless.
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The ozone layer was being depleted by chemicals such as CFCs which function as a catalyst turning ozone into regular oxygen gas (O2).  This leads to more UV radiation hitting the Earth, especially in New Zealand and Australia.
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Ozone in the ozone layer is a very good thing, but when ozone is created in the troposphere, it can be a serious, toxic pollutant.  Ozone makes up part of smog.
