Earthquake wave notes

Two main types of waves produced by Earthquakes:

1. BODY WAVES 
A. P-Waves – primary, move fastest, compression waves, particles move together and apart
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B. S-Waves – secondary, move slower, don’t go through liquids, transverse waves, particles move up and down
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2. SURFACE WAVES – slowest waves, can cause greatest damage

A. Love Waves – make rock move side to side


Top View




| ( |



         | ( |




| ( |



         | ( |

B. Rayleigh Waves – make ground move with elliptical, rolling motion, like ocean waves

The difference in time from the time an S-wave arrives to the time a P-wave arrives is used to calculate how far away the earthquake is and triangulate its location

(draw seismograph reading)

(draw triangulation circles)

S and P waves also used to “see” the core of the Earth.
