Earthquake Scale Notes

Earthquakes are measured by two things:

Magnitude – how much the ground moves from earthquake

· Measured by seismometer

· One rating for the entire earthquake

· Used to use Richter scale measuring biggest wave
· Now we use Moment Magnitude Scale, includes seismographic data, how much fault moved, area of surface break, strength of broken rock

· 5.0 is 10 times stronger than a 4.0, 100 times stronger than a 3.0, 1000 times stronger than a 2.0.

Intensity – what effect the earthquake causes (how much damage)
· Measured by human accounts

· Different ratings for different areas

· Measured on Modified Mercalli Scale

