Atmospheric Pressure Notes

The atmosphere has weight because the earth’s gravity pulls the gas molecules towards the earth.

Because of this weight, the atmosphere pushes down on the surface of the earth.  This “pushing force” is called air pressure, or atmospheric pressure.

We use scientific instruments called barometers to measure the atmospheric pressure.

As you go higher in altitude, there is less air above you pushing down, so atmospheric pressure drops.

Temperature also changes the atmospheric pressure.  Hot air expands (so there is less air in a certain volume), causing air pressure to drop.  Cold air contracts (so there is more air in a certain volume), causing air pressure to rise.

