ATMOSPHERE NOTES

An atmosphere is a layer of gases that surrounds a planet.

When you look up in the sky, you are looking through the layers of the earth’s atmosphere.  The sun, planets, and stars are NOT in our atmosphere, they are far beyond it.  

Our atmosphere thins into space about 600 miles above us.  However, above 3 miles the air is too thin to support humans.  

The breathable part of the atmosphere is only 3 miles thick—less than the distance from here to the freeway!

The earth’s atmosphere contains the ozone that protects us from the sun’s ultraviolet (UV) radiation.

The earth’s atmosphere is composed of about:

78% Nitrogen (N), 21% Oxygen (O), 1% Argon (Ar)

(plus trace amounts of other gases)

Note: the air can also contain up to 4% water (H2O) vapor.

The earth’s gravity holds the atmosphere in place.

