Atmosphere History Notes
The first atmosphere of earth (H and He) was lost early as strong solar wind pushed away these low-density gases.

Volcanoes produced the next layer of gases through outgassing (it continues today).  Sunlight and water eventually changed the volcanic gases into nitrogen (N), hydrogen (H), and carbon dioxide (CO2).  There was no oxygen—oxygen is NOT produced by volcanoes.
The hydrogen (H) escaped from earth’s gravity into space.
What gases were left?
What happened to all the carbon dioxide (CO2)?

And where did our oxygen (O2) come from?
Plants!  Plants take in carbon dioxide (CO2) and release oxygen (O2) through photosynthesis.  Eventually, when there was enough oxygen in the atmosphere, animal life evolved.  Animal life takes in oxygen for respiration (breathing).  

The present balance of gases in the atmosphere was achieved at least 600 million years ago.  (78% nitrogen (N), 21% oxygen (O2), with trace amounts of argon and CO2.)
In modern times, the burning of fossil fuels by humans is increasing the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, likely contributing to global warming (CO2 is a greenhouse gas).

Conclusion:
Life has changed earth's atmosphere, and changes in the atmosphere affect conditions for life.
