Rube Goldberg Machine
Usually, the simplest design of something is the most elegant, user-friendly, and practical (think: the iPod). Sometimes, however, the most complex design can be a lot more fun.
Essential question:

What is the most complex way we can complete a task using simple machines in the manner of Rube Goldberg?

Or

In contradiction to Occam’s Razor, which states that the simplest explanation or path is the correct one, and in an effort to forgo all shortcuts, cheats, and efficient uses of our time, how can we take a task that is of the utmost simplicity – a job that requires no additional steps or thought, something so simple that (in deference to Geico Insurance) a caveman can do it – and utilize our knowledge of the functions and uses of simple machines such as levers, wheels and axles, pulleys, inclined planes, wedges, and screws, as well as taking inspiration from the cartooning work predominantly credited to the great Rube Goldberg to create a complex and labyrinthine series of steps so confusing and maze-like that most people cannot follow it clearly upon first glance and then use this round-about method and series of steps to, as an end product, merely result in the original simple task being completed?

Your Task:

Create a Rube Goldberg machine with a minimum of 8 steps that utilizes at least four of the simple machines: a lever, a wheel and axle, a pulley, an inclined plane, a wedge, and a screw to do one of the following:

- Pour dog food into a bowl

- Turn on a light switch

- Raise a flag

- Provide a pencil to a student who has forgotten one

- Sound an alarm or turn off an alarm clock

You’ll be presenting this (working) machine at a public engineering presentation night on _______________
You’ll also need to turn in a description of all of the steps in your Rube Goldberg and all of the physics within each step. This can be a written document, poster, presentation, etc.
Be Creative!
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFWHbRApS3c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuF7wFyadS8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CBDOYPL_xA
